
    

    
 
  
 
         The PowerTeacher Experience 
         Benefits of PowerTeacher 
 

Revoluti onary Interface 
Designed from the ground up around the unique needs of today’s classroom teacher, Pearson’s PowerTeacher is 
the only solution that offers teachers the convenience and performance of web-based technology with a design that 
is unique in its simplicity. PowerTeacher contains the next generation web gradebook that is easy to train, easy to 
learn and easy to use. With thousands of teachers’ input into the design, we ended up with a user interface unlike 
any other web-based or client-based gradebook on the market today. PowerTeacher was designed for teachers, by 
teachers. 
 
Web-based not Browser Constr ained 
The PowerTeacher gradebook is a fully integrated web-based gradebook that is part of the student information sys-
tem, not a modular application. The limitations of a client-based gradebook or the traditional web-based application 
are gone for teachers and IT staff.  
 
By putting the ‘web-based’ into our new gradebook, your district’s teachers and IT staff have the freedom to access 
the gradebook anywhere and anytime. Whether it is to input grades, assignments, or comment on student pro-
gress, teachers won’t be tied to their classroom to do their job effectively. And troubleshooting, deployment and 
program updates can be managed from a centralized location so your district’s IT staff time can be better spent on 
other projects. 
 
Where the ‘web-based’ aspect of the PowerTeacher gradebook differs from other web gradebooks on the market 
today is that PowerTeacher is not browser constrained. What this means is PowerTeacher delivers client-based 
functionality such as the convenience of mouse-over events, fast 10-key entry, right-click menus, keyboard short-
cuts, and a sticky user interface that remembers each teacher’s personal display preferences, all in a web-based 
environment. 
 
Complete Integration 
PowerTeacher is a core component of PowerSchool Premier student information system (SIS) and is fully inte-
grated to deliver real-time, updated information to and from the classroom and to and from parents. Data is auto-
matically saved in the SIS database and stored centrally in Premier. Teachers and other district staff don’t have to 
worry about losing data entered through PowerTeacher because it’s all saved directly to the PowerSchool data-
base.  
 
The Ulti mate Grading Experience 
Assessing your students’ progress goes further than just basic grading. We took into account that teachers need to 
assess the overall effectiveness of his or her classroom instruction. Whether the information is to be kept ‘behind 
the scenes’ or shared with parents, these tools will help each teacher track every type of assignment in their grade-
book, graded or not. 
 
Empower ing Progressi ve Grading Methodologies wi thÉ  

 
Advanced Formative Assignments 
Allows teachers to track assignments throughout the term, semester or year that help students master the 
material but may not necessarily count towards the student’s final grade. 
 



Summative 
Teachers can test the status and progress towards the final grade of each student. 
 
Diagnostic 
Some things are just for teachers – including Diagnostic assignments. PowerTeacher allows teachers to 
gauge individual performance from year-to-year without having to publish the assessment outcomes to the 
parent community. 

 
Teachers Management of the Parent Relationship 
Teacher’s now have comfort in knowing they have total control over what assignments and grades parents can 
view in the PowerSchool public portal. 
 
Scores on assignments that are tailored to help the teacher adjust his or her instruction for each class, such as Ad-
vanced Formative and Diagnostic, are available as the teacher sees fit. Thus, everything that is in the gradebook, 
doesn’t have to be posted to the public portal. 
 
Along the same lines, teachers can manage the pace of information released to students and parents. For instance, 
in the beginning of the year, a teacher can input all future assignments at one time yet; choose when to release 
those assignments to the portal. This mitigates the potential student/parent concerns of the pace of the course. 
 
Easy and Convenient Communicati on 
PowerTeacher makes it easier to communicate with parents, students, and even other teachers. 
  

Internal Communication to Help Student Focused Instruction 
In a single moment, teachers are able to assess the achievement of an individual student, not only in that 
teacher’s class but also across all classes in which that student is enrolled. Previously known for its staff di-
rectory, PowerTeacher, also provides a window into student grade progress, demographics and discipline 
logs. With that information, a teacher can focus on the needs of his or her students, compare a student’s 
performance in other classes, and take the proper measures to correct the situation – including making cur-
riculum recommendations for individual students. 

 
 A Revolution in Home-to-School Communication 

Assignment feedback is easier than ever. With description and comment fields, teachers can provide feed-
back on particular assignments, quizzes and tests for each student or the entire class. Parents can stay up-
to-date on their child’s performance and Parent-Teacher conferences suddenly evolve from status reports 
to dynamic discussions on increasing or stabilizing performance of each child. 

 
Keeping Your Classr oom Projects Organized  
PowerTeacher’s Student Groups feature is a crucial aspect of the gradebook and empowers teachers to organize 
their class more effectively, i.e., by ability group. Most gradebooks make teachers create different sections for each 
group assigned in a class. PowerTeacher allows teachers to divide students into groups in the same gradebook 
section. With this feature, teachers can track the same student all day and never have to leave a section or their 
gradebook. 
 
Student Groups is valuable at every level in K-12 learning. Elementary teachers can use student groups to assist in 
tracking different proficiencies and middle to high school teachers break students into teams or the class into learn-
ing levels such as honors, fast track, special education, medial instruction, etc. 
 
PowerTeacher’s Student Groups allows teachers to access all of their sections quickly, flip back and forth between 
class sections, and quickly run reports across all of your sections. 
 
A New Paradigm for Classroom Management 
PowerTeacher introduces a new paradigm with the Score Inspector feature, which enables teachers to: mass clear 
and load scores; mark assignments late, exempt, collected or missing for individual students, groups or the entire 
class; and quickly enter, change and modify comments on assignments in one single screen. This tool makes it 



easy to navigate through the entire class, from student to student or assignment to assignment, in one unique float-
ing screen. Teachers will be able to see their entire gradebook and still enter scores and comments as needed. It 
saves time and the hassle of the normal, click, enter and submit mantra other gradebooks limit you to.  
 
Gauge Student Performance and Improve Instr uction 
An obstacle for many teachers can be assessing at an individual and classroom level. Most gradebooks provide 
teachers with a class average for assignments or the cumulative grade. Averages can only give a teacher so much 
information with which to work. For example, a class average of a ‘B’ could mean half the class has an ‘A’ and the 
other half could be in danger of failing. 
 
This scenario encouraged us to go a step further in PowerTeacher’s tools. The PowerTeacher gradebook auto-
matically calculates the mean, median and mode so teachers can evaluate the effectiveness of their instruction with 
the proper information. The result: a teacher who is able to make decisions on remedial instruction versus fast 
tracking students. 
 
We provide multiple measures to give teachers a complete picture of classroom performance. 
 
 
 

 


